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gives the idea that the spark fed with suitable fuel will be
developed into the likeness of the Fire whence it came, and
also that the spark is of the same nature as the Flame,
the Supreme Brahman. That spark contains everything in
latency, but nothing at first in manifestation. It has every-
thing in germs but nothing at first as developed organism.

Into the matter brought into manifestation by
Brahma, Vishnu places not Himself with the force of His
unfolded powers, but the seed of His life, capable of evolu-
tion, containing everything within it potentially, but
showing forth nothing in manifestation. The germs from
the life of Ishvara evolve step by step, stage by stage, all
the powers that reside in the generating Father; from
that seed is to evolve a life rising higher and higher until
a centre of consciousness is formed capable of expanding
to the consciousness of Ishvara, while remaining as a
centre still, with the power to come forth as a new Logos
from whom new universes may evolve.

The building of such centres is the purpose of the
evolution of life, the building being done stage by stage as
the life passes from form to form, till the Son becomes
what he has ever been potentially, one with the Father.

What issues forth from the Divine is only a mass
of Monadic essence without individuaHsation, not human
Monads, still less all-wise and all-good ones. The differ-
ence between its condition when issuing forth and when
returning is exactly like that between a mass of nebulous
substance and the solar system evolved out of it. The
nebula is beautiful but vague and useless, while the sun
formed from it by slow evolution pours down light and
heat upon many worlds.

Speaking in more homely language, when we start-
ed on our long pilgrimage we were, as it were, asleep, but